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FOREWORD. 

These utterances were originally printed on 
the first pages of the successive numbers of 
a little magazine called SrisHo-No-KENKYU 
(The Bible-Studies) edited by tha author for 
more than twenty years. ‘The writer’s stand- 
point is pronouncedly antagonistic to all 
man-made systems and institutions, so much 
so that he was characterized as a “spiritual 
Bolshevick ” by more than one ecclesiastical 
authcrity. Be it so; the utterances will 
stand or fall, as they accord with facts or 
not. The Lorp God reigneth, and not men; 
and we may be free, brave and independent 
in all our utterances, “for the Lorp seeth 
not as man seeth: for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lorp looketh 
on the heart.” I Samuel, xvi, 7. 


Kanzo Uchimura. 
Tokyo, Kashiwagi, 
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INDEPENDENCE. 
(April, 1913). 


More than gold, 

More than honour, 
More than knowledge, 
More than life, 

O thou Independence! 


O ye kings, 

O~ ye. princes. 
O ye bishops, 
O ye doctors, 
Ye are tyrants! 


Alone with Truth, 
Alone with Conscience, 
Alone with God, 

Alone with Christ, 

I ‘am: free! 
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INFLUENCES AND THE SPIRIT. 


(November, 1913). 


Not influences, but the Spirit of God. In- 
fluences are circumstances, outside influences, 
atmospheres both material and moral, social 
surroundings, church-connections, and are .of 
earth, “earthy. But the Spirit is an essence, 
a, will-power that works from within, revela- 
tional, individualistic, and is of heaven, heaven- 
ly. Men are not converted by influences, be 
these American or British, French or Russian, 
social or ecclesiastical; but they are converted 
by the all-powerful Spirit of God. Paul was・ 
an apostle, not by Jerusalemie or Antiochan 
influences, but by the will of God, according 
to his own confession. Let us cease to speak 
of influences, as do pagans and materialists, 
but of the Spirit of God, as all true Christians 
ought. to do. 
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CHRIST AND FRIENDSHIP. 
(Christmns, 1913). 


Christ is the centre and core of friendship. 
Apart from Him, there is no true, deep, endur- 
ing friendship. What He said is very true: 
He that gathereth not with Ale scattereth. Friends 
that gather not with Him must scatter, sooner 
or later. So it was that when Christ was born 
in Bethlehem, true friendship came into this 
world. So angels sang on that Holy Night: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

~ And on earth, peace among men ; 
that is, friendship, neighborliness, and endur- 
ing fellowship among tuem. Luke, ii, 143 xi, 
23. 
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AM I A CHRISTIAN ? 


(January, 1914). 


I am a Christian only in the sense that I 
am a chief of sinners, and am what I am by 
the grace of God. In any other sense, I am 
not a Christian. I am not a member of any 
church. I am not a Catholic; neither am I a 
Protestant. I have not set my name to any 
set of dogmas -formulated by theologians. I 
am not supported by any one of innumerable 
Christian institutions. If I am a Christian at 
all, I am a Christian only in my inmost soul. 
Outwardly, T am as unrelated and unprivileg- 
ed as any heathe:. LEcclesiastically, I pass for 
“the Gentile and the publican.” 
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LIFE AND LIGHT AND LOVE. 


(February, 1914). 


Ay 


God is Life and He is Light; and because 
He is Life and Light at the same time, He is 
Love. Life is vitality, and Light is that which 
freely gives itself; and Loveis that vitality 
which freely gives itself for and to others. The 
Love of Christ is such a love,—lght and life 
at the same time ;—the life that rots not be- 
cause it is light, and the light that consumes 
not because it is life. When the Angel of the 
Lord appeared unto Moses in a flame of fire 
out of the midst of a bush, and the bush - 
burned with fire, but the bush was not consum- 
ed, he saw Christ in love in front of him. The 
fire burned, but it consumed not the bush, 
because the fire (light) in that case was life. 
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MYSTICS! 


(March, 1914). 


_-They call us mystics because we do not walk 
with them, and work like them; because we 
trust in the invisible Spirit, and not in visible 
institutions, organizations, ‘‘ Christian move- 
ments,” and those things. Mystics? Yes, we 
rather like the name. Was not Luther a mystic, 
and Paul the greatest of all mystics? ‘And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, .saith 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams ;” 
1e. they shall all be mystics. Why then should 
we not attempt to be mystics ourselves, and 
be unlike unmystical, practical, political, world- 
serving modern Christians ? 
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OCCIDENTALS AND ORIENTALS. 
(April, 1914). 


Occidentals emphasize differences ; Orientals, 
agreements. Occidentals are analysts ; Orientals, 
synthesists. Occidentals are eager to ask the 
question: Why do you not believe just as we 
do? Orientals refrain from asking such a 
question, knowing that all true men funda- 
mentally believe the same thing. So, naturally, 
Occidentals appear to be very rude to Orientals, 
seeing that the former treat the delicate ques- 
tions of souls as they treat all other questions. 
That is the main reason, I think, why it is so 
very difficult for Occidental missionaries to 
reach Oriental souls. Psychologicaly, as far as 
the East is from the West, so far are Orientals 
removed from Occidentals. 
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STORY. OR FACT. 


(June, 1914), 


They speak of a ‘‘ story of resurrection”; but 
we believe in a fact of resurrection. We cannot 
commit ourselves to stories ; we commit our- 
selves to facts. We believe, Christianiiy that 
is based. upon a “story” is no Christianity. © 
We believe with Paul the Apostle that if 
Christ hath not been raised as a fact, our faith 
is vain: we are yet in oursins. Our salvation 
rests upon a solid, veritable fact of resurrection. 
Deny that, and we must deny Christianity 
itself. So we learned, and so we still believe, 
even though modern Christianity is not 
explicit upon this point, and even its Orthodox 
wing seems to be satisfied with a “ story.” 
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‘I TRUST IN JESUS. 
(July, 1914). 


I know not whether I am a good man or a 
bad man; I simply trust in Jesus. - 

I know not whether I am doing good or 
evil; I simply trust in Jesus. 

I know not whether I can enter heaven or 
am to fall into hell; I simply trust in Jesus. 

I trust in Jesus, yes, 1 trust in Jesus. 
Whether I shall be lifted up to the height of 
heaven, or be cast down to the depth of heil, 
I shall ever trust in Jesus. 
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WARS AND HOPE. 


(September, 1914). 


The end of the world is coming; or rather 
it is approaching. The words of the prophecy 
are being fulfilled: “Nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and 
there shall be great quakings, and in divers 
places famines and pestilences ; and there shall 
be terrors and great signs from heaven.” It is 
fearful. But to the believer, these wars and 
rumours of wars are signs of hope. They are 
the sound of trumpets heralding the coming 
of the King. So, he is not afraid. Like Luther 
he finds his strength “in quietness and con- 
fidence ; ” and with the Psalmist, he sings: 

Therefore will we rot fear, though tke earth be 
removed; and though the mountains be carried into 
the midst of the sea; - 

‘J hough the waters thereof roar and troubled, though 
the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Ps. 
xlvi 2, 3. 
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MY PEACE AND JOY. 
3 (November, 1914). 


My peace and joy are not in the success of 
my works ; are not in the ever new attainment 
of knowledge; are not in the satisfaction of 
my conscience. My pence and joy are in Christ 
and His Cross. By looking at the Cross and 
waiting upon Him, there are in me peace and 
joy that pass all understanding. They who 
think I am:a man of works, they who think 
I am a min of thought, and they who treat 
me as a Moralist,—they are they who know 
not the Redeemer wi'o is at the foundation of 
my very being. 
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“THE GOSPEL THAT SAVES 
TE WORLD. 


Eto ae ity 


Not the Higher Criticism ; not the gospel 
of arts and sciences; not the gospel of pure 
morality : but the old, simple gospel of Christ 
and His Cross,—that is the gospei that saves 
the world. And this gospel is still as of 
old foolishness to the intellectual Greeks, 
and a stumblingblock to the papistical, Phari- 
saical, ethical, ecclesiastical Jews; but unto 
thein that believe, the veritable power of God 
unto salvation. And when, as at present, the 
civilized world is steeped in blood, because of 
its vaunted civilization, shall we not with in- 
creased zeal, preach the old, simple gospel of 
Christ and His Cross, and so save the world 
through its (the gospel’s) “ foolishness ” ? 
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PERSECUTION AND CHRISTIANITY. 


(February, 1915). 


This one fact is certain, that no man,- not 
even the Archbishop of Canterbury, can know 
who Christ was and what Christianity is, with- 
out experiencing in his body, persecution for 
His name’s sake. Persecution is tke key to 
Christianity... Without it, not even the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, with all his erudition in 
theology and wisdom in church-government, 
can know and understand who Christ was and 
what Christianity is. We might almost say, 
9hat a man who was never persecuted for his 
Christian faith, whatever be his titles, and 
ecclesiastical and academic and political hon- 
ours, is no Christian at all. 
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OUR CHOICE. 


(March, 1915), 


7 Work, work,” says the modern Christianity, 
especially the modern American Christianity. 
‘“ Bevieve,’ says Jesus ; “from faith unto faith,’ 
savs Paul. And we believe in the peace-bestow- 
ing, power-producing Christianity of the New 
Testament, and not in the peace-disturbing, 
power-robbing Christianity of the “modern 

“men.” 

7 Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gos- 
pel,” said the Apostle Paul. Yes, woe is unto 
us if we preach instead, international relations, 
social reforms, and the Western Civilization. 
Yet, alas to see so many preachers who would 
preach the latter, and not the former,—the 
unpopular yet indispensable gospel of “ Christ 
and Him ciucified”’ ! 
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THE TIME OF BELIEF. 
(April, 1915). 


God is Love. But He does not appear to 
be Love. Yet we believe Him to be Love. 
And when Christ shall appear, it will be made 
manifest that He is Love. Now is the time of 
believing. Now is the time of patience and 
waiting. Now is the time of believing Him to 
be_Love, when He does not appear to be Love, 
and of waiting for the realisation of that belief. 
O Lord Jesus, come quickly! 
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WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY ? 
| | (June, 1915). 


Christianity, we understand, isa very simple 
thing. We might almost say, it is simplicity 
itself. Negatively, it is not morality. Itis nof 
social reforms ; neither is it “ ethical evangel- 
ism,” nor ‘international ethicism,”’ nor any 
other of those high-sounding modern isms. 
Christianity is God's grace to be appropriated by 
man’s faith. Grace AND FAITH almost exhaust 
Christianity. Itis simple enough to be under- 
stood even by a child. Indeed, only children 
can~ understand it. Certainly that English 
missionary was greatly mistaken who stated 
that no present-day Japanese could possibly 
understand Christianity, seeing that Japan had 
had this religion for only fifty years! A year, 
a month, a day, an hour, yea a moment is 
enough to understand Grace AND FAITH. 
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*T LOOK UNTO JESUS.” 
(July, 1915). 


They say I am a sinner. I know I am. I 
LOOK TNTO JESUS. 

They say I am a hypocrite. I may be. I 
LOOK UNTO JESUS. 

They say I am ugly, am badly brought up, 
insolent, proud, “too independent.” I am sorry 
that I am. It is not all my fault. I Loox 
UNTO JESUS. 

I rook unro Jesus. He is I and I am He. 
Let men and churches say whatever they like 
about me. I am no more myself. “The life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” And because I quote 
the Seripture for my defence, churches say 
that I am a hypocrite. I look away from 
churches, and Loox UNTO JESC8. 
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AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY. 


(August, 1915). 


A friend of ours was recently in Chicago. 
One Sunday morning, he attended a Christian 
church there, and the sermon he heard from 
its pulpit on that day was on thistopic: “ How 
to Make Success in Business!” Remarkable! 
But it is essentially a modern American 
Christianity ! We on our part would rather be 
Buddhists of Honen and Shinran type, than 
be Christians who make so much of this world 
and so little of the other world. We confess, 
we are entirely disgusted with the “ social’, 
“ethical”, this-worldly, business-like Christi- 
anity of modern American Christians. 
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THE CHRISTMAS BELL, 1915. 
(Christmas, 1915). 


Ring out the old year and ring in the new. 

Ring out the old Germany and ring in the 
new. 

Ring out the old England and ring in the 
new. 

Ring out the old Austria and ring in the 
new. 

Ring out the old Russia and ring in the new. 

Ring out the old Europe and ring in the new. 

Ring out the old Christendom and ring in 
the new. And the war,—this cruel, terrible, 
unchristian, devilish war, waged by the so- 
called Christian nations of Europe against one 
another,—this war with its howitzers, tor- 
pedoes, bombs, poison-gas, and liquid-fire is 
forcibly ringing out the old and ringing in 
the new. That the King of Glory may come 
and rule! Maran atha. 
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BUSHIDO AND CHRISTIANITY. 


(January, 1916). 


Bushido is the finest product of Japan. But 
Bushido by itself cannot save Japan. Christian- 
ity grafted upon Bushido will be the finest 
product of the world. 7 will save, not only 
Japan, but the whole world. Now that Christ- 
ianity is dying in Europe, and America by its 
materialism cannot revive it, God is calling 
upon Japan to contribute its best to His service. 
There was a meaning in the history of Japan. 
For twenty centuries God has been perfecting 
Bushido with this very moment in view. Ohrist- 
ianity grafted upon Bushido will yet save the 
world. 
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NARROW AND OLD. 


(February, 1916). 


Some say we are narrow. Yes, we believe 
“there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” We 
do not say, we cannot say, that Buddhism, Con- 
fucianism, Shintoism, “ Ethical’ Evangelism ba 
and “Spiritual Internationalism”’ are just as 
good as the old Gospel. Others say, we are 
old. Yes, the gospel we believe in were 
witnessed to by the apostles and _ prophets. 
The Lamb our Saviour was slain from the 
foundation of the world. We do not commit 
our souls to anything newer than the old, 
primitive, pristine Rock of Ages. And just 
becanse we are narrow and old, can we have 
peace. 
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_ CERTAINTY OF FAITH. 


(March, 1916). 


Those Western Christians, trying to prove 
faith to themselves and others, are not wise. 
Faith in its very nature is unprovable. Proven 
faith is not faith, but sight. “Faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen.’ Because it believes in 
thines not seen (not proved), therefore it is 
faith. Much of so-called evidences of Christi- 
anity are no evidences at all. Faith is its own 
proof, and is self-evidencing. It believes De- 
cause it believes, or “has witness borne to it.” | 
To prove faith is as difficult as to prove mathe- 
matical axioms. Nothing is so certain as faith ; 
and to those who have it not, all the arguments 
in the world cannot give it.. Therefore it-was 
said: ‘Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed.’—John xx. 29. 


fc & @ = 範 CREE) 

KIA O MMU He HD Vy RO PMS WER Y LVR P BAH 
OP WHION ACH ON® MER BRIORY RCNP ame 
FEB QNOMEt IES yO VP RIRY 010° WE HOR WR EK 
IU OE Bu OU VSVIK AS KR (GE wet 
ITH OLRVITEY QW OU Qo? RITHM RIE COW EOCR 
YOO § OP O10 MEK MO PEP ON PORE A'S 
MHS Poy pot Bhd COMER WER PRUNE ERVY RV ON?” 
BUMS ey Seroit eS? BIPM MENUNKHics UZ a0 
THES APN WIERD 0 - PNR REARS OV 0" BL 


, 
AK HM SSERLN? BRO VItpANie EB Moy (Gite 


— 46 一 


CHURCHES AND MISSIONARIES. 


(April, 1916. 


Missionaries come to us to patronize us, te 
exercise lordship over us, in a word, to “ con- 
vert” us; not to become our equals and. 
friends, certainly no? to become our servants 
and wash our feet. Did they ever save a 
nation, even politically ? Did they save Hawaii ? 
Did they save Burmah? Madagascar? Persia? 
India? Can we expect them to save China? 
Will they be able ever to save Japan morally 
and spiritually? We believe that the Gospel . 
of Christ is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth ; but unless through 
God’s grace we save ourselves, we shall not 
be saved,—certainly not by foreign churches 
and missionaries, 
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PROTESTANTISM. | 


(May, 1916). 


I am a Protestant. I protest against Roman 
Catholicism. I protest against English Episco- 
palian'sm, against German Lutherianism, a- 
eainst Scotch Presbyterianism, against American 
Congregationalism, Methodism, and Baptistism, 
against every one of over six-hundred sects and 
isms that go under the name of Protestantism. 
Yea, I protest against my own ism, if I have 
any. The gospel I believe in is: Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified ; and I protest against any 
doctrine and set of doctrines which go beyond, 
or do not come up to, this simplest of all doc- 
trines. Protestantism, I understand, is Christ 
versus human ingenuities, faith versus churches. 
It is simplicity arrayed against complexities, 
living organism, against dead organizations. 
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QUANTITATIVE CHRISTIANITY, 
(June, 1916). 


Says the modern popular Christianity : 
“ Business is business. Even Christian missions, 
to be successful, must be carried on business 
principles. And succnss is the test of Truth ; 
and the sure test of success is NumBers. Ma- 
jority makes laws, and majority will establish 
Truth. The work that does not appear in 
reports and statistics is no work at all. Num- 
bers, numbers,—the biggest church is the best 
church, and the richest, the strongest. It is 
nonsense to speak of pure spirits and the 
Church Invisible. The thing that does not 
show itself in numbers is nothing.’ This is 
what we may call Quantitative Christianity, 
and alas! it is being rapidly introduced into 
Japan,—mostly by American missionaries. 
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MISSIONARIES AND LANGUAGE, 


(July, 1916). 


We know of English and American mission- 
aries who stayed in Japan twenty, or thirty, 
or forty years, who yet are not able to speak 
respectable Japanese, and who in their inter- 
course with us use their King’s or Yankee 
English with freedom and shamelessness as if 
English were the official language of this coun- 
try. As to the reading capacity of missionaries, 
it is next to nothing. One among a hundred 
may not be able to read vernacular newspapers, 
and we know of no one who can read ordinary 
Japanese literature in the original. No wonder 
that they cannot understand us, and that after 
spending half their lifetime in this country, 
they still remain utter strangers to us. The 
fact that these missionaries despise our language 
is a sure evidence that they have no true love 
for our souls. 
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THE ONE WORK. 


(August, 1916). 


What we do for Christ is nothing; what 
Christ did for us is everything. Our works 
do not justify us before God; Christ’s works 
present us holy and without blemish and 
unreprovable before Him And the present- 
day Christianity, by emphasizing the former, 
makes void the latter. Not charity-works ; not 
evangelical works ; not various and miscellane- 
ous works connected with these works; but 
the life and death of Christ; especially His 
vicarious death upon the cross ; this it is which 
are Our works and our salvation. Compared 
with this work, all other works cannot be called 
works. And believing in this work and looking 
up unto it, all other works bear fruit. Right 
and true it is that Paul said: “ I determined 
not to know anything, save Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.” With Paul, Christ’s work for 
him was his only work. 
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THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 


(September, 1916). 


Belief in the Second Coming of Christ may 
be a madness and irrationality in the eyes of 
the modern New Theology; but no one can 
deny the fact that this belief was the ground- 
principle that made the New Testament. Take 
off this belief, and the New Testament becomes 
an unintelligible book from the beginning to 
the end. The much-praised New Testament 
morality is simply based upon this belief. 
With eyes intensely fixed upon the coming of 
their Lord, were the primitive Christians able 
to attain their superhuman morality. Whatever 
be philosophical explanations given, there is no 
denying of the fact that were it not for this 
belief, the world would have had no New 
Testament. The New Theology itself with its 
avowed love of fairness cannot deny this fact. 


eS 


tax + PHeomws CKH WER) 

HoK HE OMEVAC REBT ORY hme Hitman». 
BONS? Kot RAS RPE ORE VER HRY ON NAHE 
SVR PMO UBER S® RMR WESS PRAM RoBi 
CKRRPS OHV OLR? BYUKYUERY ON “ARORA HEN 
Mt RIMS OYUYHH MOYO? HOSHOBRLEY BBV 
ARLE RAS? BLORMUENEARR NY BEN t aK + ORB 
VS PR B<KEEMSVUMPRNPRBKRNOP KO? RHHBRRS US 
EURO UOMY |] OMOY A OHA? ROMMIRLO Rial 
Waa x + ER OMES SANN MOM SUP HMORRONVUK 
YY Qn? Qe WER OS ORERVE OS | WR ONN 
BEN S° 


ke eee 


UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 


(October, 1916) 


If ever God elected me unto savation, it must 
not be that I alone might be saved and the 
rest be lost, but that through me as a chief of 
sinners, many, if not all, be saved. I can be 
sure of my salvation only upon the condition’ 
that God is willing and able to save all sinners, 
that there never was, and is, and will be a 
sinner that God is not willing and able to save. 
Universal salvation as a dogma may be an 
offense to some particular theologians and 

_ecclesiastics, but as an individual conviction 
and assurance for one’s final savation, it is an 
extremely comforting doctrine. If Godis going 
to save all, I am sure and certain that I too 
shall be saved. Romans xi, 32; I Timothy i, ( 
15. 


iR Tea 


a 8 £ KX = (KAW e+) 

NMEA 

ARS 2AM QVERIL? BOM KUAL RY CRM HZO 
本 生かさ きっ ee 
Lo MEYER RY OVE iu OM AB HORS Vo LVa ea 
PNA" RIE NAY RERUN UO Qt 
SELOSKUMRS RE vSlp OAS ONO? MBL Ry 
IN RPE NAW | SEO LES ES -um p RO SP EO ERM HOR GCM On 
OHWO229" 1A | B< OBIE MK Om OEY See ro ltegy om 
MiKY BOON YAS RWB OWS S° BeMurgey 
NS Se Sree gh a eae oe 


eft 1 tH 1)" ry 
2 DEE OQ Y 19? (ee a areas 


5 “Bntaee 


FAITH AND SALVATION. 


(November, 1916). 


I believe in the Word of God, and not in 
my experiences of salvation. My experiences 
may be illusions, but the Word standeth for 
ever. The Word saith: “Look unto Me, and 
be ye saved.” I look unto the Pierced One by 
faith, and I believe that I am saved. I will 
not be one of those who will not believe except 
they see signs and wonders. Experiences of 
salvation are not necessary for the assurance 
of salvation. The Cross is the assurance. Sins 
may remain, or may not; but 1 am not to 
look unto my sins, but unto the Cross. The 
Cross does sanctify,—that 1.believe ; but I do 
not wait to be sanctified to be assured of my 
salvation. Enough that Christ was crucified 
for me. The peace which passeth all under- 
standing is mine. 
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THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST. 
(Christmas, 1916). 


The Virgin Birth of Christ is certainly a 
miracle, and as such it is not to be explained 
by science and ordinary experiences. But it 
is only one of the many miracles which consti- 
tute the bases of Christian beliefs. The Resur- 
rection is a miracle, the Ascension is a miracle, 
and the Second Advent, the Last Judgment, 
the Consummation of All Things are all to be 
miracles. A miracleless Christianity is no Christ- 
ianity at all. God dwelling among men, 
divinity entering into humanity, the heaven 
coming down to save and renovate the earth, 
—this it is which we celebrate on Christmas, 
We celebrate a stupendous miracle on Christ- 
mas, and wait and hope for other miracles 
which shall bring our redemption to completion. 
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PERFECTNESS OF LIFE. 
(January, 1917). 


I say, life is perfect. Itself imperfect, it is 
perfect for the purpose for which it was 
intended. Life is imperfect as an end, but 
perfect as a means; perfect for perfecting us 
for some other life. ‘Tribulation worketh 
patience ; patience, probation ; probation, hope.” 
Life through its many tribulations begets in 
us the sure hope of glory. Life properly used 
is a perfection. Though the days of our years 
are threescore years and ten, and their strength, 
labour and sorrw, yet life by its very transitori- 
ness prepares us for the bliss that fades not 
away. Knowing the meaning of life, no one 
like Job curses the day of his birth, and says: 
“Oh that I were not born!” 
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ENEMIES OF CHRISTIANITY. 
(February, 1917), 


The enemies of Christianity are not Buddhism 
and Confucianism. The enemies of Christianity 
are American Hedonism, English Oommer- 
cialisin, French Indifferentism, Russian Nihilism, 
German Nietzscheism and Treitsehkeism, and 
other hateful and horrible isms of the Western 
origin. The West in introducing Christianity 
to the East, has introduced with it its most 
destructive enemies. The East has nothing to 
be compared with the unbeliefs of the West. 
Let not Christian missionaries boast of the easy 
conquest of heathenism, when enemies far 
stronger than heathenism are accompanying 
them from their home and uprooting the very 
faith they are planting. The Christian West 


carrying deadly poisons in her bosom cannot 
heal the pagan East. The East needs hcr own 


Christianity, strong enough to overcome the 
deadly unbeliefs of the West. 


en Gs es 


“om QS CR KB ITmD 
ILS ORE KY MEEK US? HK OR UK Q Hwy 
410° GRE < CHIH 000° SS<OCSSWHRY OO’? BI<O 1 


SAR TARRY IN SN — HR 0? KETV DS IRL OED 


Av ORS 00°C tu HR QO? Het de SE we KD Pate uk uy 


T\ = 
CIRO RINE OB WEEK OLR BO RUB UK WES OM S° 
Rem 


St MOSK © Lu E tO BER EX OWS Sb OY tw Se 


EON 1 09H Wig HM OUR OL Ro Mb ye UY ou Rp 
ON 14 ROWE QBWKU EMO ANON OO HEME 
SEM REDS W BSS OBES AUR A SURE CRUE URE 6? 半 
U2 ETS OSH ON EE WSS. Uy Od SEITEN Q MEME AY 


Fran SG 4S Ne 9 


on. MSR Tate 


A RETROSPECT. 
(March, 1917) 


This is the two hundredth number of this 
little magazine. (Seisho-no-Kenkyu, The Bible 
Studies). Forty years ago, when I first accepted 
Christianity, two ideas were in my youthful 
mind. One was: evangelical Christianity’ 
without foreign help; and the other was: 
Bible studies as my life-work. By God’s mercy, 
I have been able to realize to some extent 
these two ideas of my youth. I gave the best 
part of my life to the study and teaching of 
the Bible, and I have not received a cent of 
help from churches and missions in my work. 
This has been my independent work; and 
whatever be its true worth, it will be of some 
use in the Great Day of Judgment to silence 
the boasting of some missionaries that they 
did all the Christian works in Japan. God is 
saving Japan through Japanese, and this little 
magazine I believe, has been a part of that 
glorious work. 
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CONFUCIUS AND JESUS. 
(April, 1917). 


To a Japanese Baron, who was visiting 
America, and who in addressing the Bethany 
Sunday School in Philadelphia, said that 
the teachings of Confucius snd Jesus were 
the same, and that there was no need of 
changing his faith, John Wanamaker, the 
superintendent of the school, and the Baron’s 
host at the time, answered as follows: ‘* There 
is this vital difference betucven Confucius and 
Jesus. Confucius is dead and buried, and he will 
remain in dis grave until Jesus Christ tells lim 
to arise. But our Christ's grave is empty. He 
is living, He is here in this room to-day.” To 
which we say Amen, and wish to add our 
strong conviction, that in tlis case the Ameri- 
can was right and the Japanese was mistaken. 
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A GREAT CONFUCIANIST. 


(May, 1917). 


Jinsat ITO was a Japanese Confucianist of 
two hundred years ago He lived in Kydto, 
and never moved from his place, but students 
flocked to him frcm all parts of Japan at that 
time of difficult travelling. He called no man 
his master ; rejected all offers of rich daimyos 
to be made their tutor; so he was poor all 
through his life. Withal he was genial, mingled 
with the common people; and himself a layman 
and commoner, was at the same time the 
nation’s teacher. Great Jingai! I would rather 
imitate him than hundreds and thousands of 
modern Christian teachers who are constantly 
moving to make converts of heathens, and _ that 
by the expense of churches and. societies 
patronized by worthless millionaires] 
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JOHANNINE THOUGHTS 
CONDENSED. 


(September, 1917). 


Love is of God; God is love. 

Love manifested in good works is righteous- 
ness; its opposite is sin. 

Love intellectually viewed is light ; its oppos- 
ite is darkness. 

Love viewed as a moral quality is truth 
(truthfulness) ; its opposite is falsehood (lie). 

Jesus is the Son of God’s love; he is the 
light of the world; he is the truth itself. 

Christians as God’s children must love; i. e. 
must do good works, must shine, and must be 
-always and forever true. 
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ABILITY TO LOVE. 
(October, 1917). 


* Love is of God; and every one that loveth 
is begotten of God, and knoweth God.” A 
great and wonderful saying! He that loveth 
is of God, whether he be called a Unitarian, 
a Rationalist, a Heretic, or a Heathen ; and he 
that loveth not is nor of God, whether he be 
called a Christian, an Orthodox, a Reverend, 
a Missionary, a Theologian, a Presbyterian, a 
Methodist, a Congregationalist, or an Episco- 
palian. Love is the test of life, and whatever 
be a man’s confessions and professions, he only 
is of God and Truth who loves unfeignedly 
and spontaneously. Ability to love is the 
ereatest attainment of life; it is the unmis- 
takable sign of the possession of eternal life. 
T. Jolin, 1v; 7. 
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PRAYER AND FORGIVENESS. 


(November, i917). 


I had a man whom I hated. I desired to 
forgive him, but I could not; and I was 
unhappy. Then I remembered the Saviour’s 
words: ‘‘ Love your enemies and pray for 
them that persecute you.” I went at once to 
prayer, and prayed that God’s richest b'essings 
might rest with him whom I called my enemy. 
And beho'd, a great change came over me, 
and I began to love him from the bottom of 
my heart. And I became happy too, and I 
felt largeness and freedom such as I never 
felt before. Great are the blessings of prayer. 
By it, both we who pray, and they for whom 
we pray, are blessed at the same time. We 
save ourselves by praying for our enemies. 
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PROPHECY OF PEACE. 


(Christmas, 1917) 


‘Peace on earth, and good will among men.” 
So sang angels when the Holy Babe was born 
in Bethlehem. But pcace there is not now in 
the world, in the Christian part of it, twenty 
centuries after the memorable night. But peace 
there will be, because angels announced it, and 
God promised it through His prophets. Peace 
there will be when He shall appear again, and 
then shall be fulfilled the sure words of prophe- 
cy which said: ‘ Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee: He is just, and having salvation: and 
He shall speak peace unto the (Europcan and 
American) heathen: and His dominion shall be 
from sea to sea.” So we rejoice, thou h the 
darkness covers the earth, and gross darkness 
the people. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


(January, 1918) 


Happy New Year! But why “happy? Not 
because another new year has coms, but be- 
cause THE DAY is approaching, even the day of 
restitution of all things. Truly happy and 
thankful, especially this year, because now is 
salvation nearer to us than when we first be- 
lieved, and the night is far spent and THE pay 
is at hand, as witnessed by the progress of 
the world-war, the capture of Jerusalem, and 
other unmistakable signs of the times. The 
~coming of the Lord is no metaphor ; it is the 
greatest historical event, and every new year 
is “happy to the believers, because it is an. 
approach to that dreadful event, fraught with 
all blessings. 
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THREE GREAT MOMENTS. 


(February, 1918) 


A great moment in my life was when I found 
myself, or rather, was found by God,—to be a 
sinner. For years, my supreme effort was to 
make myself pure and holy before Him. An- 
other great moment was when I found my 
righteousness, not in me, but in Him who was 
crucified for my sins. For years, I tried to 
realize in myself and others the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and-Him crucified. <A third, and 
perhaps the last great moment in my life was 
when I, was shown that my salvation is not 
yet and that when Christ shall appear again, 
then, and-not till then, shall I be like Him. 
Conviction of sins, salvation by faith, and hope 
of His coming,—these were three steps by 
which my sou! was lifted to the joy and freedom 
of the heavenly visicn. 
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A NARROW CHRISTIANITY. 


(March, 1918) 


The Christianity of modern Europe and 
America is narrow and cramped, because it is 
concerned entirely with this world, and takes 
little or no account of the Great Beyond. It 
tries to build its philosophy (“theology ” they 
eall it) upon the things and experiences of 
earth, excluding heaven as mystical and un- 
certain. Not so the Christianity of the New 
Testament. Its chief concern is with heaven, 
not with earth; with the future, not with the 
present. It says clearly and definitely that the 
things that are seen are temporal, but the 
things that are not seen are eternal. The 
Christianity of Christ and His apostles is en- . 
tirely different in tone and genius from that 
of modern Europe and America; and we of 
Asia, the home of the true original Christianity, 
will resolutely look away from its narrow 
modified form, and seek the original which is 
broad and roomy as the azure sky above our 
heads. 
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THE LORD’S RETURN 
IN BROWNING. 


(April, 1918) 


Wanting is—what ? 

Summer redundant, 

Blueness abundant, 

-—Where is the blot? 
Beamy the world, yet a blank all the same, 
—Framework which waits for a _ picture to 

frame : 

What of the leafage, what of the flower ? 
Roses embowering with naught they embower ! 
Come then, complete incompletion, O Comer, 
Pant thro’ the blueness, perfect the summer! 

Breathe but one breath 

tose-beauty above, 

And all that was death 

Grows life, grows love, 

Grows love! 
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A STRANGE FACT. 


(May, 1918) 


It is a strange fact that we who have never 
been in favour with missionaries, and have not 
received a. sen of help from them and _ their 
churches in our Christian work of many years, 
now stand for plain, simple Biblical Christianity, 
while those who attack and mock us as super- 
stitious, unscientific and unreasonable are those 
who were taught and brought up by missionaries, 
and are now honoured among them as true 
teachers of Israel. A strange fact, but not 
inexplicable, we believe! It was unto babes 
‘that the primitive faith was first revealed, and 
not unto the wise and understanding; and if 
it was so in days of old, why not now in these 
latter days? ‘ Yes, Father, for so it was well- 
pleasing in Thy sight.” 
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BELIEF. 


(June, 1918) 


Beier is not an intellectual act. It is not 
a result of careful investigations. Belief is an 
apprehension of truth with our whole being. 
Belief is therefore. instantaneous. Psycho- 
logically, it is an act akin to a man’s falling 
in love with a woman. He sees and believes. 
God speaketh, and a man believes in His 
words. God calleth, and a man responds by 
saying: “Here I am; send me.” We cannot 
with all our arguments make a man a believer. 
All we can do is to confirm the beliefs of a 
“believer. It is not necessary to be convinced 
by arguments in order to believe. We can 
‘believe against belief as we hope against hope. 
Belief is sweet reasoning ; it is a man’s falling 
in love with God and His truth. 
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WANTED: PREACHERS. 
(July, 1918) 


- Tur Gospel is chiefly and essentially preach- 

ing: preaching the pure word of God: preach- 
ing Christ and Him crucified. The Gospel is 
not education: it is Nor social reform: it is 
NoT participation in politics and diplomacy. 
And the modern Christian misson, depaiting 
from the old Apostolic way, is depriving itself 
of “efficiency” they so much seek alter. The 
word of God isa power: the greatest uplifting, 
purifying and enlightening power there is under 
“heaven. And there is a famine in the Jand, 
not a famine of bread, or a famine of knowl- 
edge, but of hearing the word of God; and 
should we not pray that God send us more 
preachers of His word, and less philanthropists 
who after all but“ serve tables ? 
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POWIR OF PRAYER. 
(Angust, 1918) 


DAvrp C. Bett, an American merchant, ana 
my life-long friend, has prayed every day for 
more than thirty years that I might believe in 
the Second Coming of Christ. And now that 
his prayers were answered, and God opened my 
eyes, and I came-to believe in the Lord’s 
Return, and all things became new to me, 『 
cannot but believe in mighty power of prayer. 
No amount of theological arguments would 
have sufficed to convince me of the truth of 
this central Christian doctrine; and what 
arguments failed to do, God’s Spirit in answer 
to the prayers of one of His saints accomplished 
in full. Wonderful are powers of prayers of 
faith! This is my answer to those who per- 
sistently ask me how I came to believe in the 
Second Coming of Christ. 
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A CONGREGATIONAL Yemw 


(September, 1918) 


Tne Rev. DANjo EsrsA, the leader of Congre- 
gational churches in Japan, characterizes belief 
in the Second Coming of Christ as “destructive 
to national existence, unreasonable, unscientific, 
unbibhesl and unchristian. But, strange to 
say, Oliver Cromwell, to whom England owes 
its very existence, was a firm believer in this 
doctrine, as were aiso Sir Isaac Newton and 
Michael Faraday, the former, the father of 
modern physics, the latter, that of modern 
chemistry. And as for Biblical scholars of the 
foremost rank who upheld and taught this 
doctrine, they are too many to be mentioned. 
Certainly, Mr. Ebina’s bold arraignment of this 
doctrine will be ‘received with astonishment by 
the Christian world at large. 
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PERSONAL VISIBLE COMING. 
(October, 1918) 


THe Baron Icuizarmon Morimvra, an octogena- 
rian convert to Christianity, is a man of keen 
common sense, as successful business men 
always are. Recently, when asked by somebody 
whether he believed in the Second Coming of 
Christ, he answered: ‘Certainly I do; if He 
doth not come, we will go to Him and ask 
Him to come.’ When asked furtber whether 
he believed in Christ’s coming again in flesh, 
he answered : “So much the better if He cometh 
in flesh.” The personal, visible coming of the 
Saviour is the desire of all unsophisticated 
Christians. Modern men may call it a gross 
superstition; but heart craves it, and yearns 
after it, and waits patiently for it. 
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BOOK OF COMING. 
(November, 1918) 


The Bible is a book of God’s promises 
concerning His comings. In the Old Testa- 
ment, He pronised through His prophets that 
He would come among men and save them. 
And He did come in His Son; but men 
rejected Him and erueifed Him. Then God 
in His infinite patience promised in the New 
Testament through His apostles and evangelists 
that He would cone again. And so the promise 
stands now. And as sure as He did come the 
first time, He will ccme the second time. His 
first coming was a surety for His second com. 
ing; and as the prophecies concerning the 
first coming were all and literally fulfilled, so 
those coneerning the second will be likewise 
fulfilled. 


— 103 一 


i: by Q 析 CKEPS+ 1m) 

BMS = ORES LEH OK OEIC HY O° RUS AA HH & YY ME te oy 
OX ftw ay AVSR<BOSVH OY AHS EU BAER SER 
We OV RUQUK OU EOL Eagan? Cou<Evawkon 
MERRURDA” Soukstbadu ne acme NV FR a 

URPRORREHEPWAPY (RAEHHOL) VERO AY? IBD 
VAORRUCSURRVIV ERM OAM BOpeeroee uy 
HIVE RUE SLES ASV UMHS ME OSE ONAN? MO 
SHVAOEBOSEP a0 REVERB ICS BRS MR 
ae reel LEP Bite R ENS oC MR Qh 

~ Baw yok Ong) Me Us Vin’ (XB OSB ode4 | we Bown < Ba 

suis we: v SUR SdH 2° BSu owen BEY 2 

VOUS ( し tHe’ +>? 


ーー 104.5 


CHRISTMAS 1918. 
(December, 1918) 


“Peace on earth” ; yes, but not now. Peace 
there is not yet on earth; what there is is not 
peace, but cessation of war, and that from 
exhaustion. Peace is the fruit of free active 
love, and peace there is only when Love 
Himself cometh to earth to reign. To Chris- 
tians who love His appearing, Christmas is not 
retrospect, but prospect; not memorial, but 
hope. Peace has not come already, but ⑰ 1s 
coming ; and a semblance of peace which man- 
kind has bought at enormous cost to itself, is 
a promise, faint though it be, of the true 
everlasting peace which is coming with the 
coming of the Prince of Peace. Maran atha 
is our cry, now as always,—till He cometh. 
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GENESIS I: 1 
(January, 1919) 


“In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth.” The universe had a beginning, 
it will have an end; it, after all, is a time- 
phenomenon. og created the universe ; it did 
not evolve itself. God created it; it was nota 
haphazard work; creation is a- supreme effort 
with a definite end in view. God created the 
universe ; therefore, it will not end in failure. 
The heaven is a perfect machinery; so will 
the earth be the home of the righteous and 
true. The meek shall possess the earth; not 
the strong and clever, as they do now. God’s 
creation must end in perfection, in “new heav- 
ens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness.” In the very first verse of the Bible 
are contained all its promises, and all the 
hopes of mankind 
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THE AIM OF THE SECOND COMING. 


(Vebruary, 1919) 


The aim of His Second Coming cannot be 
different from that of His First Coming. As 
in His First Coming, He came not to judge 
the world, but to save it, so it cannot be 
otherwise in His Second Coming. “As in 
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” But each in his own order: the Christ- 
ian to his resurrection-life; the Jew to his 
Messianic blessings; and the Gentile to the 
brightness of His glory. And all will be saved 
that God may be all in all. Judgement 
necessarily accompanies salvation; but judge- 
ment is an accompaniment, and not the aim. 
The Second Coming of Christ is a cosmic 
affair; all are interested in it, and all will be 
blessed by it. 
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PREMILLENIALISM IN JAPAN. 
| (March, 1919) 


Since we declared our belief in the Second 
Coming of Christ a year ago, we have been 
attacked and adversely criticized by the follow- 
ing recognized leaders of Christian thought in 
Japan, viz: Rev. Danjo Ebina (Congregation- 
alist), Prof. Dr. T. Sugiura (Episcopalian), Rev. 
K. Shiraishi (Methodist), Prof. E. H. Zaugg 
(Dutch Reformed), Rev. T. Tominaga (Presby- 
terian), Dr. Clay Macauley, Prof. Ryo Minami 
and Rey. 8. Uchigasaki (Unitarians) and several 
others ; while only one scholar of eminence, Mr. 
Y. Sakon (Methodist), declared himself as of 
the same belief as ourselves. We are quite 
sure that this belief is very unpopular among 
the leaders of Japanese churches. But strange 
to say, a large number of lay-Christians are 
its earnest adherents, and a good number of 
secular papers take reverential attitude towards 
it. As far as church-authorities in this country 
go, the belief is condemned as “ unreasonable, 
unnecessary, and injurious.” And we are those 


who are so condemned. Thank God! 
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MY RELIGION. 


(April, 1919) 


I do not work; I believe. I do not pray; 
I believe. I do not sanctify myself; I believe. 
T do not prepare myself for heaven ; I believe. 
Faith, which is believing in God’s mercies and 
in the sacrificial death of His Son,—/aith makes 
me work, fuith makes me pray, faith sanctifies 
me, faith prepares me for heaven. My religion 
is all faith. There is no effort in it except it 
be an effort to believe. The Lord Jesus Christ 
is my wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption. He is my 
all. Indeed, for me to live is Christ. I by 
my faith let Him live and work in me, and 
myself become a believing automaton, a tit 
instrument of righteousness in His hand. All 
is so simple and so good. 1 Cor. 1: 30. 
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GOD'S LOVE. 
(May, 1919) 


“ Herein is Love,’ said St. John, “not: that 
we loved God, but that God loved us, and sent 
His Son as a propitiation for our sins.” It is 
mot wonderful that we love God, because He 
is lovable, but it 7s wonderful that God loves 
us who are unlovable. The lovable loving the 
unlovable, and sending His Son, His Only 
Begotten, that we might hve through Him,» 
that is Love, God’s Love. Men never love in 
this fashion. Certainly it is a new command- 
ment to leve one another, i. e. to love as God 
loves us. Love as taught and manifested by 
vesus Christ is not passion, but free action of 
good will. God loves us, poor, miserable, lost 
sinners, out of His sheer beneficent will. I 
John iv. 10. 
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GLORIOUS DAYS. 


(June, 1919) 


The times are hard, the days are dark, the 
churches are corrupt, and the pastors are 
sleeping ; but thank God, the pcople are 
awakening to the Light of the Gospel. God 
is owning Japan as His own; He is calling 
her to Himself, directly without the instru- 
mentality of churches and their hired ministers. 
The sons and daughters of Japan are awaken- 
ing to their sense of responsibility ; and despis- 
ing the help of missionaries and churches found- 
ed by foreigners, are entering the service of 
the Gospel. The new days of true religious 
revival are at hand. Japan is becoming a 
Christian nation, independently, by her own 
children. Oh, glorious days! We are going to 
see the days of the national assimilation of 
Christianity, as was done in the case of Bua- 
dhism, seven or eight hundred years ago, in 
the days of Honen, Shinran and Nichiren. 
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AMERICAN MONEY AND GOSPEL. 


(July, 1919) 


Ir is said that America is going to spend 
more money on foreign missions than it spent 
en the World-War. Very generous for Ameri- 
ca; but as far mi Japan is concerned, we wish 
to be spared from the said charity. America 
has money, but little or no true Gospel; and 
American gospel preached with American mon- 
ey does veritable, yea infinite, harm to the 
world. May God give more Gospel and less 
money to America, Next to German militarism, 
nothing, I believe, does more harm to the 
cause of tinue religion than American money. 
Woe, woe to the world, if it is to be flooded 
vith American gospel with the push of Ameri- 
can money. May God save us all from both! 
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FAITH AND INSTITUTION. 


(August, 1919) 


Cuurcuss as we find them in Hurope and Ame- 
rica are Christian doctrines institutionalized. 
Institutions are Roman, as doctrines are Greek, 
while Christianity is essentially faith, and faith 
is Hebrew. Political Romans and their Euro- 
pean and American descendants can comprehend 
faith only in forms of institutions. Not so 
Orientals. Orientals can comprehend faith as 
such, apart from forms, and are in this respect 
akin to Hebrew prophets and Christian apostles. 
The work remains to Orientals in general, and 
it may be, to Japanese in particular, of de- 
institutionalizing Christianity, and thus of free- 
ing invisible faith from visible institutions. 
(I hear American and British missionaries 
saying to all these: Vague, visionary !). 
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GOD IS FAITHFUL. 
(September, 1919) 


Gop is faithful. Oh blessed words! He 
changcth not. Whatever He planneth He 
accomplisheth. He, not we, not our wills or 
resolutions or endeavours, called us into the 
fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ. Therefore 
we are safe ; our salvationis assured. “ Faithful 
is He that calleth you, who will also do it”, 
“He who began a good work in you, will 
perfect it uutil the day of Jesus Christ.” Then, 
neither men nor devils, nor governments nor 
churches, nor kings nor bishops, nor powers 
celestial, nor powers terrestrial, nor the whole 
creation itself, shall be able to separate us from 
love of God, and make His plan of salvation 
concerning us failure and abortion. Because 
God is faithful, is our hope of salvation sure, 
in spite of all our unfaithfulness, errors, im- 
perfections, and even of occasional sins and 
backslidings. I Cor. 1: 9. 
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GREETING FROM SWITZERLAND. 


(November 1919) 


The following is from Professer Ragaz of 
Zurich University, Switzerland, to Pfarrer Iakob 
Hunziker, now of Tokio: Es ist schwer zu leben. 
Aile Hollengeister sind obenauf. Das partielle 
Scheitern des Wilsonschen Planes hat scheinbar 
dem Unglauben an die Idee vollig Recht 
gegeben. Nur Jesuiten und Bolschewis!en kom- 
men in dieser Atmossphare zunachst auf ihre 
Rechnung. Dass ich nun dennoch alle Hoffnun- 
gen festhalte, brauche ich Ihnen nicht zu sagen. 
Vielmehr sage ich : Gerade diese “Apokalypsis" 
geht der des Guten d.h. den neuen Aeon, vo- 
raus. Utchimura dirfte gerade mit seinem 
“apokalyptischen”’ Glauben der Wahrheit 
niher kommen als alle “ Evolutionisten”. 
Konnten Sie ihm einmal einen Gruss von mir 
iiberbringen, als von Hinem, der sein Buch, 
‘‘Wie ich ein Christ wurde”, zu seinen 
Erlebnissen za&hle und der viel an ihn denke 
und von ihm erzihle als von einem der wahren 
“Stellvertreter Christi’’ auf Hirden. 
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THE WILL OF GOD. 
(December, 1919) 


‘‘Paut, an apostle by the will of God,”’-—Nor ; 
by his own choice, not by his resolution, nor 
by his speculative study of Christian truth, but 
solely by the will of God, by His sovereign 
grace, by His election, “foreordained before 
the foundation of the world.” So is every 
Christicn ‘‘ born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of man, but of God.” He is not “ Christianized” - 
by missionaries, but is pressed by the all-con- 
quering, all-compelling will of God into His 
kingdom and its service. Oh, the sovereign 
will of God, stronger than my will, than my 
sin even! Nothing else made me a Christian ; 
nothing else keeps me in the faith; nothing 
else will save me at last. “Thanks be unto 
God for His unspeakable gift.’—I Cor. I, 1. 
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I COR: LT 30 PARAPHRASED. 
(January, 1920) 


“Of Him,” or rather “by Him.’—by His al- 
mighty will and power, in contradistinction to 
your feeble efforts and fruitless endeavours,— 
“are ye in Christ Jesus ’,—have you your new 
spiritual existence in Him,—‘‘ who was made 
unto us wisdom from God”,—God-given life- 
philosophy and its realization, which is nothing 
else than our complete salvation, manifested in 
three successive stages of righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption. Christianity 
condensed into a single verse. All from God ; 
Christ, our wisdom and power; and justifica- 
tion, sanctification and glorification as the bless- 
ed result of the conjoint actions of grace on 
God’s part, and faith on man’s. Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow! 
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RECONSTRUCTION 
AND CONVERSION. 


(February, 1929) 


CHRISTENDOM is speaking much about 
Reconstruction now-a-days. But Christiauity 
has been preaching Conversion for nineteen 
hundred years. And Conversion is a deeDer 
term and more fundameutal affair than Recon- 
struction. Where there is Conversion, there 
is necessarily Reconstruction. And apostate 
Christendom, forgetting and drifting away from 
Christianity, is clamouring for Reconstruction, 
which is nothing but shallow and _ superficial 
form of Conver-ion. As in times of old, these 
so-called Christian nations have forsaken the 
fountain of living waters, and in the name of 
political economy and world-politics, are hew- 
ing out cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold 
no water. But we will not imitate them,— 
these so-called Christian nations, and will 
persist in preaching Conversion and not Re- 
construction, as did the holy founders of 
Christianity.—Jer. ii, 13. 
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EMANCIPATION, 


(March, 1920) 


Emancipation is another of modern slogans. 
They ery for emancipation from social traditi- 
ons, from militaristic prejudices, from religious 
restrictions. Some cry even for emancipation 
from Jehovah-God! But Old Christianity too 
has been preaching an emancipation for the 
last nineteen hundred years, viz. emancipation 
From sin. It says: “ Every one that committeth 
sin is the bondervant of sin....If therefore 
the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed.” Truly, sin is the heaviest of all 
bondages, the source of all other bondages. 
But modern men seek not this kind of emanci- 
pation ; therefore they are bondservants, even 
though by Democracy, Socialism, and Labour- 
Unions, they imagine they have emancipated 
themselves from all bondages. God has eman- 
cipated all who believe in Him from bondage 
of sin. Herein is true liberty. maneipation 
must begin here; else 1 も vanishes like cloud. 


Joun vu, 34, 386. 
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DEMOCRACY AND CHRIST. 
(April, 1920) 


The world is not saved by Democracy, not 
even by President Wilson’s Democracy. Demo- 
eracy at its best isa political principle, and as 
such it is inert, mechanical ard _ spiritually 
inefficient. The world is not saved by a prin- 
ciple, but by a person; not by an ageregate 
of persons, but by an almighty, all-knowing, 
all-loving person. The resurrected, living 
Christ is the only hope of the world. He 
alone, who is able even to subject all things 
to Himself, can recreate the world into a new 
earth wherein dwells righteousness. Not Demo. 
eracy but Christ ; not Reconstruction, but Re- 
creation ; not the League of Nations, but gather- 
ing of all nations at the feet of the reappear. 
ing Christ for judgement and guidance,—this 
is the scheme of world’s salvation, and there 
is no other. 
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UNITY OF THE BIBLE. 
(May, 1920) 


Is the Bible a literature ora book? It isa 
literature, says the modern criticism; it is a 
book, says the Christian experience. To the 
Christian, the Bible is a single book, as certainly 
as is Hamlet or Divina Comedia. The author is 
one, the plan is one, the spirit is one, and the 
truth is one. The Bible is a cosmos, a unity 
in diversities, a barmony in discrepancies, a 
perfection in imperfections. He who lived the 
Bible, and not merely read it, knows that it is 
so, Apart from orthodoxy, by the sheer force 
of logics of experiences, he is compelled to 
believe that it is so. Not a word is to be 
added unto it, nor a word is to be taken 
away from it. 
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PAUL A SAMURAI. 


(June, 1920) 


Pavt a Jew and a disciple of Jesus the Christ, 
was a true samurai, the very embodiment of the 
spirit of Bushido. Said he: “It were good 
for me rather {o die, than that any man should 
make my glorying void.” I Cor. 1x, 15. He 
preferred death to dishonour, to dependency, 
to begging for whatever cause. Again he said : 
“The love of money is the root of all evil.” 
I Tim. v1, 10. Commercialism, in his view, was 
the cause of all evil, individual, social and 
national. Then, none was more loyal to his 
master than Paul was to his, not even Kusunnki 
Masashige. Independent, money-hating, loyal, 
Paul was a type of the old samurai, not to be 
found among modern Christians, both in Ame- 
rica and Europe, and alas also in samurai’s 


Japan. 
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THE TEST OF FAITH. 
(July, 1920) 


A man is saved by faith, and faith is tested 
by love. A man is saved by faith which loves, 
He is saved not by creeds, not by rites and 
ceremonies, not by church-membership, not by 
any external or intellectual means, but by faith 
which works by love. ‘‘ We know that we have 
passed out of death into life, because we love 
the brethren.” We are assured of our salvation 
when we love. ‘‘ He that loveth not abideth in 
death.” Faith that loves not is not true, even 
though it is most orthodox and most Biblical.: 
Love is the test of faith, as it is of theology, | 
and of all our thinkings and doings. We learn 
and believe ultimately ro rove. Only that is 
true which makes us to love. I John, ur 14. 
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FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 
(August, 1920) 


SatvaTion begins with forgiveness of sins. 
No forgiveness, no salvation; therefore, no 
Christianity. All that is true and good and 
beautiful in Christianity, begins with forgive- 
ness of sins. God forgiving our sins in Christ, 
and we by faith accepting His forgiveness, and 
forgiving others as He forgave us,—this is the 
beginning of our Christian life in all its man- 
ifold significances. Reconstruction, the new 
world, united churches and the heavenly 
Jerusalem are possible as sure consequences of 
repentance and forgiveness of sins, When 
nations sit at the feet of Christ, and implore 
forgiveness of their sins, then the true recon- 
struction of the world begins, and not till then, 
Politics, economics, and ethics cannot take 
the place of forgiveness of sins, as dynamics 
for individual and social reformations. 
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OH TO BE NOT A CHRISTIAN! 
(September, 1920) 


Luruen said a very deep thing, when he said: 
“He who is a Christian is not a Christian.” 
The Christian is not a special set of people, 
but a man par excellence. Jesus was not a 
Christian, but a Son of Man, THE man. Chris- 
tianity, as ordinarily understood, is a segment 
of Humanity, not Humanity itself; and to be 
a Christian is to be a sectarian, and not a man. 
Oh then to be not a Christian! Said a prophet : 
“The Lorp hath shewed thee, O man, what is 
good; and what doth the Lorp require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah vi, 8.) 
To be a man, a man like the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that is to be a Christian. An unmanly Chris- 
tian is a veritable antichrist. 
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GOHO, A. CONFUCIAN MISSIONARY. 


(October, 1920) 


Gogo, a Confucian, was a missionary to the 
natives of the Alisan district of Formosa. While 
he lived with them, by his teaching and his 
influence, made the practice of head-hunting, 
common to all Formosan natives, to cease from 
among his chosen tribe. One day, however, 
the inherited instinct reviving among them, 
the natives asked their teacher permission to 
to cut one head, and that the last. Goho 
remonstrated, but in vain. At last he said : 
“All right, you shall have it. To-morrow about 
this time, a Chinaman is coming in scarlet robe, 
and his head you shall cut.” They were glad, 
and eagerly waited for the morrow. At the 
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stated hour, the Chinaman appeared, as pre- 
dicted by the missionary. The natives sprang 
upon him, cut his head, and carried it in 
triumph to their village. And lo! the head 
was no other than their beloved missionary’s! 
The deed cut into the quick of their hearts. 
They now saw the evil of head-hunting. They 
really had their last head. Since then, alone 
among the Formosan natives, they of the Alisan 
district know no head-hunting. Goho, a Oon- 
fucian missionary, by laying down his life, 
abolished head-hunting from among his native 
converts. So, anl so only are all sins abolished 
from among mankind. ‘ Without shedding of 
blood, there is no remission of sins.’ Heb. rx, 
22. 
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AMERICA AND JAPAN. 


(November, 1920) 


In 1853, America said to Japan: “Oh, do 
not live in seclusion. Open your doors, and I 
will introduce you to the world.” So Japan 
followed America’s advice. In 1920, the same 
America, in conjunction with her Anglo-Saxon 
neighbours, Canada and Australia, says to the 
same Japan: “Oh, do not come to our shores. 
I dislike ,you ; 1 am afraid of you. Keep Your- 
selves to your country. You are a menace to 
the peace of the world.” A strange inconsist- 
ency, but not strange, for selfishness always 
behaves in this way. Moral, in prophet 
Jeremiah’s words : 

Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust 
ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly 
supplant, and every neighbour will walk with slan- 
ders. And they will deceive every one his neighbour, 
and wiil not speak the truth: they have taught their 
tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit 
iniquity. Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit ; 
through deceit they refuse to know me, suth the 
LoRD. (Jer. Ix, 4-6). 

Through deceit, these so-called Christian na- 
tions refuse to know the Losp. It is their a- 
postasy from their fathers’ God that makes them 
to deceive their fathers’ friend and brother. 
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JAPANESE CHRISTIANITY, 
(Decendber, 1920) 


Japanese Christianity is not a Christianity 
peculiar to Japanese. It is Christianity received 
by Japanese directly from God without ‘any 
foreign intermediary; no more, no less. In 
this sense, there is German Christianity, Eng- 
lish Christianity, Scotch Christianity, American 
Christianity, etc; and in this sense, there will 
be, and already is, Japanese Christianity. “There 
is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the 
Almighty giveth him understanding.” The 
spirit of Japan inspired by the Almighty is 
Japanese Christianity. It is free, independent, 
original and productive, as true Christianity 
always is, 


= 153 一 


“mK ££ Re &® (KERSEIR) 


00.0.0 aoe 


-_— ろ ーー 4 
OKOM MRE RH OKRVP RE MOMMRORwS? OK 
QO & OF6.-0 OO GO. 8° O°: 2 2020 NGO “OC +O S507 72a Go Oo 


MK <RLE C SE< WEP PMY E+ SoRELROKMRY RO” XO 
ENV | CHP? RBKYK PRAHA’ KREH 
MS AQN’ CRS MUKACO KREMMKROO? KSHROKM 
WA BIPHRSPKVYRP OKSHMR ACY PH MOMS? Ko 
BWUITOOPOG? [<ORKUERORNNS’ HERORGNUS Sy 

BK a | HOO FPS ロ 藤 鶴 公 間宮 提 G 選 再 せ 絆 SO 守 ” 部 計り 戸 
KEIRA O° PHM MEPA BAYAN’ BERR AN’ 


こく) 
aw 


SHWE O° IMO MMR Sy RY QOS COWS? 


— 154 — 


CRUCIFIXIANITY. 


(January, 1921) 


CuristIANITy is essentially the religion of the 
Cross. It is not simply the religion of Christ, 
but the religion of Christ crucified. It teaches 
us not that we are to be crucified like him, but 
that He was crucified for us. ‘The Cross is not 
merely a symbol of Christianity ; it is its centre, 
the corner-stone upon which its whole structure 
rests. Sins forgiven and annihilated on the 
Cross, blessings promised and bestowed on the 
condition. of believing acceptance of what 
happened upon the Cross :—indeed, no Cross, 
no Christianity. When, as at present, many 
things pass for Christianity, which are not 
Christianity,—such for instance as Social Ser- 
vice, thiea1 Evangelism and International Think- 
ing,—it is very desirable that we should call 
Christianity by a new name. I propose Cruci- 
fixianity as such; and when it too shall have 
been abused and vulgarized by new theologians, 
I will coin another. 
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A SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST. 
(February, 1921) 


Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ! Truly so! A 
servant; not afriend, not a brother. not evena 
disciple; but a servant, a slave-servant, one 
whose will is not his own, but his master’s. 
Of Jesus Christ ; not of men, nor of groups of 
men: not of kings, nor of bishops: not of 
churches, nor of governments: not of society 
nor of humanity ; but of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God and the Lord of man. His business 
is not social service, nor church-service, nor 
government-service, but solely and entirely 
Christ-service. ‘Paul, a servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; therefore an independent, coura- 
geous, humble and kindly man; a man, who 
without serving men and society, did most to 
uplift, purify, and renovate the world. Qh, 
may I be like him, and be truly a servant of 
Jesus Christ! (Romans i. 1.) 
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GERMANY. 
(March, 1921) 


God loveth Germany as He loveth all other 
nations. God hath saved the world through 
Germany many a time in the past; and He 
will yet do the same through the same people 
in the future. The nation which gave so many 
great and good men to the world, will yet give 
greater and better. That Germany failed in 
world-politics, and was defeated in world-war, 
is a mighty assurance that she will succeed 
and be victorious in her own appointed sphere 
of action, Germany will rule the air, as France 
rules the land, and England, the sea; the air, 
as Luther ruled the spirit, and Kant, the mind. 
We look to new, Spirit-led Germany for a new 
beginning in moral uplifting of the world. 
A greater and mightier Luther will yet come 
out of Germany. May God bless Germany ! 
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CALVINISM. 
(Aprii, 1921) 


CArvrNrsM is a system of Christian belief and 
thinking based upon the Biblical teaching of 
the sovereignty of God. It is severely logical, 
strictly just, and intensely merciful. It is the 
grace of Jesus grafted upon the law of Moses, 
the sweet Galilee implanted upon the burning 
Sinai. Calvinism is productive of great men 
and nations. Cromwell, Milton, Rembrandt, 
the Pilgrim Fathers, and an innumerable host 
of holy and strong men and women were 
Calvinists. And England at its best, and 
America at its purest were Calvinistic nations; 
and in proportion as they departed from the 
strict Calvinistic standard, have they sunk 
deeper and deeper into sin and corruption. 
The world’s hope, I believe, lies in revival of 
Calvinism, with such modifications in its forms 
as the changing circumstances may require. 
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IS CHRISTIANITY PRACTICABLE ? 


(May, 1921) 


Is Christianity practicable? Is it possible to 
love our enemies, or to turn our left cheeks 
when they smite us on the right? It is nof 
possible, and it 7s possible. It is not possible 
if we are to practise it by ourselves, and it is 
possible if God is to practise it for ourselves. 
“Apart from Me ye can do nothing,” said 
Christ ; and “I can do all things through Him 
that strengtheneth me,” said Paul. Christianity 
without Christ is an impossibility ; with Him 
it is a perfect possibility, as experienced by 
all His saints: Modern men, considering Chris- 
tianity as an ethical system, find many things 
in it which are impracticable. But Christianity 
is not an ethical system, but a gospel, and it 
furnishes its believers with all the strength 
necessary to fulfill all its demands. Let us 
hear no more from modern theologians on this 
point. 0 
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FORGIVENESS. 


(June, 1921) 


Forgiveness is the greatest of Christian vir- 
tues. It is the entire forgetting of the past, 
and building up anew of hfe upon the basis 
of the good will of the Loving Father. For- 
giveness is both active and passive. Entirely 
to forgive is possible as a result of being 
entirely forgiven. ‘Even as Christ forgave 
you, so.also do ye.” (Col. ii: 13). He blotted 
out all our sins on the Cross, and gave us the 
spirit of forgiveness to blot out all the sins 
which others have committed against us. or- 
giveness is a heavenly gift, and the greatest 
of all gifts. It is the beginning of all good 
things. Friendship, peace of mind, cessation 
of war, and universal brotherhood, are possible 
as sure results of Christian forgiveness. Great 
is forgiveness! 
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THE EAST AND THE WEST. 


(July, 1921) 


The life is work, says the Occidental ; 
the life is rest, says the Oriental. The life is 
action, says the West: the life is being, says 
the Hast. “ Hurry, be quick, and make your- 
self and the world happy, and that in the 
shortest possible time,’ says the representative 
West. “You are happy already, if you but 
know yourself. Believe, and all will be well,” 
says the representative Kast. The West is 
Martha, and the East is Mary, and the Lord 
saith to the active, restless, propagandizing 
West: ‘‘Thou art anxious and troubled about 
many things: but one thing is needful, for 
Mary (the East) hath chosen the good part, 
which shall not be taken away from her.’— 
Luke x: 41, 42. | 
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THREE GREAT TRUTHS, 


(August, 1921) 


The first great truth is that God is not a 
Force but Love, a Loving Father. The whole 
universe wears a different aspect when viewed 
with faith in the Fatherhood of God. 

The second great truth is that Jesus Christ 
is not a man, not even the greatest man, but 
God Himself. Peace that passeth all under- 
standings is ours when we come to believe in 
the Deity of Jesus. 

The third great truth is that the Holy Spirit 
is not an influence, but a person. Faith be- 
comes real, and trne freedom is won, only 
when we realize the Personality of the Holy 
Spirit. 


— 169 — 


i] KK oh. 冊 (KH teem) 

KR) OKIMAPEGCRYSRAGORENVAMONIN AHP OO” Bt 
SX Kov QOWUSwKSpRePy dias | Mew? 

se 1‘ ERY Aico ak mie eo a eA cE Ra 
DAK RYO’ THK OBL w wR YAvR” <0 (PHAR 
YVBOt ar Kir? に 

_ RUS SEB ER EERIE DER SU ABE” RES 
BH VePoOpMatRpeMves’ MOTAU Repo’ 


= 
ーー 
と 一 コ 


EUKROVK HO AWEY VP MSHR Hams? Fi KOA RRS 


FAK AREH ONO SHRI PMS R~HomS? RAVAPRIBALRS 
JQ sry PID tS ay ee 

BR <SKO VI RES SHERWO PME Rms? BRAK wh RUER 
Oko mR SWE CNB <OH4~T RORY O° 

N)XIRE WEY WORRY REY OSE Rema Hv 0 Fp RR O° 


170 


CHRIST WITHIN ME. 


(September, 1921) 


Christ now dwelling in heaven, on the right 
hand of the Father, leaves me not desclate. 
He dwells in me by His Spirit, and leads me, 
and teaches me, and comforts me, as when He 
was with His disciples in the days of His flesh. 
The Christian is strong, not because of his 
incomparable faith, but because of the Strong 
Son of God, -the Immortal Love, who dwells in 
him, and works through him. Iam more than 
a conqueror through Him that loves me, 2 e. 
through the Spirit of Christ who is with me. 
Christ within me is a present reality, and 
makes the Christian religion to me, not merely 
a thing of past, or of future, but a working 
power, NOW and HERE. 
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GREAT DEMANDS. 


(Qctober, 1921) 


It is written : “By ye perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Again: 
‘Be ye holy ; for I am holy.” Is it possible 
for weak, imperfect men to meet so preat 
demands? It is not possible. Not possible by 
their own efforts; possible by the power of 
the Almighty Father. “Be ye perfect” means 
“Submit yourselves to be perfected by Him.” 
He is able (8varu). God by sending the Holy 
Spirit in Christ CAN recreate us, and fashion 
us to the image of His Son. What is called 
Christian Morality is not to be considered 
apart from God and His Christ; as it is also 
written: “Apart from Me, ye can do noth- 
ing j) and: “ With God all things are possible.” 
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IDEAL AND POWER. 
(November, 1921) 


There must be an ideal, and there must be 
a power to realize that ideal. The Christian’s 
ideal is Christ, and his power is the Holy 
Spirit. The Christian looks intently at Christ, 
but looking alone does not make him a son of 
God. The Spirit works within him, and makes 
him to appropriate to himself the beauty. of 
holiness he is looking at. As was said by St. 
Paul: ‘“ We all, with open face beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to. 
glory, even as by the Lord, the Spirit.’’—II 
Cor. ii :18. The model before us, and the 
spirit of the model to conform us thereto,— 
how perfect is the Gospel! No vain dreaming; 
no mere yearning ; the goal, and the way, and 
the power to reach that goal provided at the 
same time | 
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GOD IS. 
(December, 1921) 


Gop Is. Oh blessed thought! God the Lov- 
ing Father, who is Love Itself, IS—He exists, 
He rules, He takes care of the world, mankind, 
my country, my home, and me,—what more 
need I know? Peace everlasting should be 
mine. The world is in turmoil, nations arming 
themselves to the teeth, diplomats sitting in a 
council to bring about a universal peace, toiling 
hard to attain the end,—the future all unknown, 
dark, terrible: indeed, darkness covers the 
earth, and gross darkness the people, as was 
foretold by a prophet. (Isa. lx: 2). But Gop 
Is,—that settles the question. All is right. 
We can rest and sleep in peace; as Jesus the 
Almighty Power incarnate slept at the stern 
of the ship which carried. His disciples over 
the furious waves of the sea. 
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RELIGION PERSONAL. 


(January, 1922) 


RgrreroON is personal, not general, It is not 
‘‘we”, but “I”, not plural, but singular,—first 
person, singular. It is not mankind or human- 
ity, but I myself.“ dZy God, My God, why 
- hast- Thou forsaken Me?” was Jesus’ own relig- 
ion. ‘“O wretched man that 7am! Who shal! 
deliver me out of the body of this death?” was 
Paul’s religion. Theologians seeking after gen- 
eral {ruth of religion, never find it. God is 
found only in one’s inmost soul; and a man 
who cannot make himself an object-lesson in 
religion, can never be its preacher. Modern 
Christianity is tasteless and powerless, chiefly 
because it is general and social, and not per- 
sonal and individual. Is there anything more 
useless under heaven than the “expert” in 
religion ? 
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JOHN THREE THIRTY SIX. 


(February, 1922) 


“ He that believeth on the Son has eternal 
life.” He: an indefinite “he,” any son of Adam, 
a publican or a sinner, any one. Believeth: 
accepts Him on His words, as the believer's 
substitute before God. The Son: the only 
begotten Son of the Father’s love, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Hath: possess; has in entire 
and complete possession; and that now (the 
present tense), just now, without waiting for 
the glorious fulure, in the daily continuous 
experience of the believing life. Eternal life: 
supersensuous, supernatural, never-dying 
death-conquering life. Very simple, very deep 
and very true. That any one, by simply believ- 
ing on the Crucified Son of God, can have in 
entire possession, now in this life, a life that is 
life indeed, even the life of God,—oh, how 
gloriously and thankfully true, as proved by 
the unerring experience of multitudes of be- 
lievers called from among all the nations of 
the world! 
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PERFECTION AND HUMILITY.. 


(March, 1922) 


Perfection is the greatest possible attain- 
ment of life. But perfection has its dangers. 
Perfection may beget in us pride and self- 
satisfaction. Imperfection rightly used begets 
in us the Christian grace of humility. Because 
imperfect, we abase ourselves and take our 
refuge in the Cross of Christ. It must be for 
this reason that perfection is attained so very 
slowly in our actual experiences. God said 
unto children of Israel through Moses: “TI 
will not drive them (the Hivite, the Canaanite, 
and the Hittite) out from before thee in one 
year, lest the land become desolate, and the 
beasts of the field multiply against thee. By 
little and little, I will drive them out from 
before thee, until thou be increased, and in- 
herit the land.” Exodus xxi. 29, 30. By 
little and little the Merciful Father will drive 
imperfections out from within our hearts, lest 
by becoming perfect too suddenly, worse im- 
perfections may multiply against us than the 
imperfections of flesh and mind, and desolation 
reign in domain of spirit. So then, in matter 
of perfection, as in every thing else, may His 
will be done, and not ours. 
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